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Bryce Mitchell (Kindergarten) can proudly
say that her dad, Dixon Mitchell, provided

settee that sits in the White House. The seft
made by Mitchell's company, Vanguard Furni-

ture, is to be for Malia and Sasha Obama.
The order came in from Anthropologi

a Washington D. C. furniture store. Vanguard

Furniture is an exclusive supplier to the sto
As a result of this once-in-a-lifetime o
der, Vanguard Furniture has received much
media attention. There was an article in the
Hickory Daily Record which was picked up
by the Associated Press and thus covered
NPR, CNN and in national newspapers.

In addition to this great honor, the cot
pany is also making, for one of their Texas
customers, a chest which is being purchasg
by the former first lady, Laura Bush.

“It has been quite a few weeks,” said
Mitchell.

Conover, Catawba County, North Cat
lina and, especially Hickory Day School, ha
reasons to be proud.
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Friday, January 16 — No Class, faculty work.
Monday, January 19 — Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day — School closed
£€e,Monday, February 16 — School Closed.
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There is to be a casino night on April 24th asraifu
sraiser for the school. More details are to come.
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EA fun event is being planned by the Board for thag.
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The lunches catered by the Village Kitchen hav
IEjone well thus far. The students are enjoying th
food and parents are reporting being happy hav
Imornings that are less hectic.

There are a few minor glitches that need
dbe worked out, but overall the program is a suc:
cess. If your child is not participating in the pro
gram, but you would like to join, please contact
Paula Shelley at the Village Kitchen. The phone
number there is 828-855-0328. All questions ab
payments for current or future participants need
’80 to Paula Shelley at the Village Kitchen.
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They exercise initiative in applying
thinking skills critically and crea-
tively to recognize and approach
complex problems, and make rea

soned, ethical decisions.

CultureKits ...........
Folk Art ............. .
Geography Bee
HDS Needs
lliness Policy . . .........
Parents’ Association

Update................
Staff Profile

¢hinkers

out
to




I +3 %"+ 3 %

Congratulations to Jacob Beerli for representin
the school in the state level of this event. After
winning the school’'s competition, he went on t
take a written test to determine the winner of tk
N.C. state-wide competition. The student who

wins at the state level is to go on to competbat t

national level. The winner of the national level
to be awarded a $25,000 college scholarship.
wish Jacob luck as he represents HDS on the
level.

According to the Nation Geographic wel
site, “Each year thousands of schools in the
United States participate in the National Geo-
graphic Bee using materials prepared by the N
tional Geographic Society. The contest is de-
signed to encourage teachers to include geogr
in their classrooms, spark student interest in th
subject, and increase public awareness about
ography. Schools with students in grades four
through eight are eligible for this entertainingls
challenging test of geographic knowledge.”

If you wish to test your own geographic
knowledge, check out the website at http://
www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
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The third grade has been exploring different cul-
tures through the use of culture kits from the Car
lina Navigators Library at UNC-Chapel Hill.
“Culture kits are a collection of tangible
items from a country brought to us by internatiorn
and UNC-CH travelers. Each item is accompanic
by a description highlighting the item’s use or-sig
nificance,” explains the Carolina Navigators web
site.

The first culture kit borrowed for Ms. Cut-
shaw’s class was for Pakistan. The students enj
looking at the various objects in particular a thait

is woven in a special way to show from what regi

of the country a person comes.

Next up are kits from India and Egypt.
Teachers are allowed to check out up to five calt
kits at a time for a one-month period. More infofr
tion can be found at the following website: http:/
cgi.unc.edu/programs/k-12-program/index.html.
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Both Ms. Cutshaw and Ms. Farr’s classes re-

cently focused on Folk Art with classroom act

tivities as well as field study trips to the Hicka
Museum of Art.

Third grade visited two folk art exhibits
at the museum. They looked for symbols in ti
paintings and participated in a scavenger hur
éind different symbols as well as various type
aikbfolk art pieces. They also were treated to 3
hands-on project when they created their ow
art pieces with recyclable materials.

The fourth and fifth graders also visitec
the science center as a part of their unit on le
-ing about folk art. Ms. Farr explained that the
learning unit allows the students, “to reflect o
pharious cultures in our country—Southern, re
gious, and pop, among others.”

- The students also learned about natur:

resources used to create art as well as the us
inexpensive and often recycled materials in f
art. The students are to create pieces of art it
spired by folk art as a part of the unit. Each s
dent is allowed to choose whether they make
recycled art, pottery, bead work or another fo
of folk art.

While at the Hickory Museum of Art,
Ms. Farr’s class created origami journals whi
they brought back with them.

All of the students in grades 3-5 not on
learned much about art, but also had a great
visiting the museum during their field study e
periences.

The third graders pick materials for their sculptur

=

ne

it to
S
L

)
arn

n
li-

al
se of
0lk
‘]-
tu-

m

ch

ly
time




30 4

1. Upcoming Events — There will not be a Valen-

tine’s event as mentioned in last month’s newslett

ter. Instead, there is to be a Casino Night fursdrai
ing event on April 24th. More information and de-
tails are to come.
. Lunch — We desperately need parent helpers at
lunch time. We need as many people as possible
that we can rotate the volunteer schedule. If we
have at least 10 people who volunteer on a regul
basis, then those 10 people will only need to helg
one lunch period every two weeks.
- Helpis needed from 11:30 am to 1 pm
This is an opportunity to get to meet the
whole student body as well as see your o

Debbie Christian
teaches music and
serves as the
school’s librarian as
she has for the pas
five years. With a
Bachelor’'s of Musia

[

SO Education from
Mars Hill College,
Ar she has taught piano

as well as choral
music at her church for the past 30 years.
After completing her Master’s of Educa-
tional Media, she worked in public schog
libraries for 12 years before coming herg
s the music director here, she teaches
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students choral music, to play the recore
as well as providing Orff activities.

As the librarian, she fulfills the
8sual duties of book acquisition and ma
tenance, but also provides curricular suf
port for all of the classroom teachers at
school.

“I believe children learn by doing
 and that access to all sorts of materials,
Pactivities and experiences nurture the
whole child,” said Ms. Christian.

In her spare time, she loves to
decorate and helps her husband flip hor
He refurbishes the homes and she then
decorates them.

child(ren) at lunch time.

There will be a checkilist for the volunteer

so that each person knows what needs to k&

done.

If you are willing to help out, sign up on the

sheet in the office.
The Parents’ Association meetings are our vaic
Hickory Day School. The only way for the Parent
Association to affect change within the school i
for parents to be involved as much as possible.|If
you have not been attending meetings, please ¢c
sider joining us during meetings so that we can
hear your ideas.

If your child has a fever, he or she must be fdres for twenty-four (24) hours before returningstthool. In addition, if your child
has been vomiting, he or she will not be allowedetorn to school until he or she has not vomitétiiw a twenty-four (24) hour
period. If you send your child to school and thaydinot been fever-free and/or have vomited witidnlast twenty-four (24)
hours, your child will be sent home. Strict enfenemt of this policy is to everyone’s benefit. Weraded to join together to mini-
mize disruptions to our educational program. Thgmk for your cooperation with this matter.
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Hickory Day School needs the following items oristssice with the listed projects. If you are ablé¢lp out with ei-
ther a donation or time, please let Sharon Whiten#re office know:

DVD and VHS players are needed for various claesis.

Donations are needed to help pay for the foldimgjrs that were purchased for Grandparents’ Dayaa@do be use
for our Celebration of Thanks as well as futurengse

Riding Lawnmower - the current lawn mower is noder usable. We are unable to mow until we getaamachine.

Help painting the exterior - there are still partshe building that have not received a fresht cbgaint from the
summer painting project.




