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IB learners are communicators. They un-
derstand and express ideas and informa-
tion confidently and creatively in more 
than one language and in a variety of 

modes of communication. They work ef-
fectively and willingly in collaboration 

with others.  
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Monday, February 16 — School Closed. 
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There is to be a casino night April 4th as a fundraiser 
for the school. More details are to come. 
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April 9th is to be HDS night at the Hickory Crawdads. 
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A fun event is being planned by the Board for this day. 
Stay tuned for details. 
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In IB terminology, our fifth graders are to present Ex-
hibitions, or culminating projects, that represent their 
sum total of learning from TK through fifth grade. 
Not that one project can accurately relate seven years 
of learning, but these projects are student-led inquir-
ies that require students to apply skills they have ac-
cumulated their whole lives. Mrs. Farr, as the teacher, 
acts as a mentor to guide the students as they make 
their own decisions on each step in their learning 
process. The students determine the activities while 
Mrs. Farr provides research materials. 
 The Exhibition Projects are a collaboration 
among the 5th graders with assistance from the 4th 
graders. The projects must be cross-disciplinary and 
address real-life issues. The students are to explore an 
actual problem and seek solutions for said conun-
drum. This year’s class has chosen to explore a socio-
political issue relevant to all of us today. They are 
looking at how, “harnessing energy using modern 
technology reduces pollution and energy consump-
tion.”  
 Divided into groups, the class is to explore 
nuclear power, green sources of energy, energy-
derived pollution and energy efficiency. As the stu-
dents probe this issue, they are to keep daily docu-
mentation and are graded on their anecdotal notes of 
progress and exploration. 
 The students are to conduct detailed explora-

ions in this unit which include looking at the use of fossil 
fuels and the pollution they create, renewable sources of 
energy, types of nuclear reactors, and global issues of mo-
bility.  
 Throughout this project, students are expected to 
exhibit the IB learner profile and attitudes. They are to 
gain knowledge and skills, engage in action and reflect on 
learning, and participate in on-going rigorous assessment.  
 At the end of this project, the students are to pre-
sent what they have learned to the entire school. Each of 
the three groups are to have a tri-fold display board as well 
as hand-on projects on display. For this presentation, the 
students are building a solar oven, a wind turbine and a 
hydrogen fuel cell.  
 There is also to be a summative project for this 
Unit of Inquiry. The students are deliberating between a 
quilt or a play for their summation.  
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Excitement is in the air as the middle school 
students are planning a trip to Washington, 
D.C. for April 20th to 24th. The fun and edu-
cational trip is to begin with a train ride from 
Charlotte to D.C. The students are to be 
housed at a hotel in McLean, Virginia, Dick 
Cheney’s place of residence.  
 While in D.C., the students, in the Hick-
ory Day environmentally conscious style, are 
to ride the Metro, take buses and walk to vari-
ous museums and sites of interest. Among the 
places to be visited are the White House, the 
Pentagon, the Capitol Building, and an array 
of museums from fine arts to militaristic. 
 In addition, the students may take a 
Ducks Tour, attend a fine arts performance, 
and partake of the various ethnic cuisines 
available in the area.  
 “We plan on giving the kids choices for 
activities,” said Isaac Stewart, who is to serve 
as one of the chaperones. 
 Beth Harbison and Debbie Christian are 
also to attend as chaperones for the students. 
 There are also plans to take the students 
to the Holocaust Museum on Holocaust Re-
membrance Day.  
 The students are also hopeful about the 
chance to see T.J. Vongkovit who previously 
attended Hickory Day School, but now lives in 
the Washington, D.C. area. 
 An educational trip such as this one is 
taken by the middle school students each year. 
The location of the trip changes from year to 
year with the trip to Washington, D.C. taking 
place once every three years. Past trips have 
included traveling to Boston and St. 
Augustine, Florida. Next year’s trip location is 
still to be decided, but we are sure it is to be 
both educational and fun. 
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Community service is an integral part of learning 
here at Hickory Day School. As a part of their ser-
vice learning, the middle school students have 
adopted a local family who has great needs. The  
family lives close to Hickory Day School and in-
cludes, in addition to the two parents, four children 
ranging in age from two to sixteen.  
 The students are to initiate service by doing 
rather than just digging into their piggy banks or al-
lowances, or asking mom and dad for cash. To that 
end, during the holidays, the middle school students 
worked for money in order to purchase a tree and 
presents for the whole family. In addition, each 
Hickory Day School student was asked to bring in 
an ornament to give to the family to decorate their 
tree. Presents for family members included much 
needed clothing and shoes.  
 In an effort to continue the commitment to 
the family, the middle school students are to have a 
bake sale on February 13 with the proceeds going to 
the adopted family. The students hope to have a 
bake sale every month for the rest of the school year 
with a goal of raising $300-500 each month. 
 The middle school students are setting a 
good example for the community, one which has 
been followed by HDS faculty who have donated 
money to the family. The students also wish to ex-
press thanks to the whole HDS community for rais-
ing $300 at the performance of “Scrooge” back in 
December. Lowe’s Foods cards have also been pro-
vided to the family to meet their nutritional needs. 
 All of the children in the family attend 
school and the parents work when they find the op-
portunities to do so. The mom makes great enchi-
lades and tamales while the dad is a house painter 
and landscaper. The goal of this 
service project is to help the 
family become self-sustaining 
by getting them through this 
rough time in their lives.  
 Check the HDS website 
for changes and updates to this 
project. Also, ideas and sugges-
tions are welcome as well as 
offers of help, including your 
time and talent, not just money.   
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Lin Collins is in 
her first year 
teaching at Hick-
ory Day School, 
but she has been 
an educator of 
children for the 
past 14 years. In 
addition to hav-
ing her own tu-
toring business for several years, 
she also has taught grades 1, 2, 
and 5-8. She holds a Bachelor of 
Education with K-8 certification 
from Louis University.   
 “To me, the most important 
thing to do as a teacher is to create 
a love of learning in the children,” 
said Collins. “That and develop-
ing a love of literature are the two 
most important things at this age.”  
 A reading specialist, Collins 
favorite pastime is reading. She 
also loves raising her two sons, 
including being a soccer mom.  

+
	����0�1���"!
�!���2��
�� �
 

1. Elizabeth Beadle reviewed our current school lunch program.  Thus far 
the children have seemed quite happy, but our parents are interested in 
finding ways to improve the quality of the lunches.  Parents have ex-
pressed an interest in decreasing or eliminating the dessert items and 
spending that money to increase the quantity of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles.  Additionally, suggestions were made regarding incorporating veg-
gies into foods so that our children will eat them (veggie purees, veggie 
lasagna, rice pilaf with veggies, etc.).  Lisa Caporossi presented addi-
tional resource material for initiating healthier options in school lunch 
programs.  Both Lisa and Elizabeth will be meeting with Paula (The 
Village Kitchen) later today to discuss lunch modifications.   

2. Adele Mangan continues to work on yard sale items.  She recently had 
great success selling a no-name down coat on e-bay for $71.  Adele 
needs additional donated items to continue her fund raising ef-
forts.  Donated items may be brought to the school or you can arrange 
directly with Adele for pick up.  

3. Casino Night, which is our big spring fundraiser, is scheduled for April 
4th at Market on Main.  Expected ticket prices are $50 per individual 
and $100 per couple.  Underwriting opportunities are available.  Volun-
teers will be needed to help organize this fun event.  Contact Christine 
Getty to assist in the planning.    

4. Michael McDonald has been nice enough to talk to the Hickory Craw-
dads about Hickory Day School hosting a family night on April 
9th.  This is an exciting fundraiser.  Every family will receive approxi-
mately 10 tickets to be sold at face value ($7/ticket).  Hickory Day 
School will make $2.50 per ticket sold.  Let's fill the stands with HDS 
family, friends, and alumni.  

5. Lowes food gift cards will again be available this spring, likely some-
time in mid to late April. The book fair returns in April and should be a 
little easier than in the fall.  If you are able to help out please contact 
Kate Adair as additional help would be appreciated.    

6. Chairs for dedication...$100 per dedication, In honor, In Memory, In 
Recognition, etc.  These are beautiful leather conference style 
chairs.  Plaques will be placed on the back of each chair and be brought 
out for events such as Grandparents day to be used by the honorees or 
their families.  Contact Amy Chang if you are interested. 
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On Friday, February 13, the first and second grade students visited 
Kingston Residency to spread Valentine’s cheer and love to the resi-
dents there. While there, the students sang a song that they adapted, 
“If You Love Me and You Know It,” which was sung to the tune of 
“If You’re Happy and You Know It.” The lyrics were changed to re-
flect a theme of Valentine’s Day.  
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Hickory Day School is looking to increase 
enrollment for next fall and each one of us 
in the HDS family can help. There are 
several things we can each do to help with 
marketing the school to friends, family 
and acquaintances: 
  
¨ Wear Hickory Day School gear.  
¨ Keep brochures in your car to hand out to 

people as the topic of the school comes up 
in conversations. 

¨ Put a lawn sign in your yard (a few are 
left in the office). 

¨ Keep business cards for HDS or for  
     Ms. Dollar in your purse or wallet to     
     hand out. These are also available in the    
     office. 
¨ Car magnets are available in the office for 

you to place on your car. 
¨ Hand out 1/2 page fliers (yes, you got it, 

in the office) about the “Cinderella” per-
formance and try to get people to attend.  

¨ Start up conversations with friends, fam-
ily and acquaintances about Hickory Day 
School. An easy conversation starter is, “I 
have to tell you about what they are doing 
in [insert your child’s name here] class at 
school . . .” 

¨ Tell people about the new tuition plan 
when you talk about the school. Also tell 
your children’s grandparents about the 
new tuition plan so that they can tell their 
friends who may have school-aged grand-
children. 

¨ Direct people to our website at 
www.hickoryday.org or the IB website at 
www.ibo.org for information. 

¨ See the new tuition schedule and HDS 
info in the next column on this page for 
talking points: 

New Tuition Schedule 2009-2010 

 Discounts are available for multiple 
 children and early enrollment. 
 

Facts About HDS 
¨ All students have Spanish each 

school day 
¨ All students have wellness everyday 
¨ All students have art, creative move-

ment and technology 2-3 times per 
week. 

¨ Our student to teacher ratio average 
is 5:1. We will never put more than 
16 in a class, and would like to have 
an average class size of 12-16. 

¨ We offer the International Baccalau-
reate Primary Years Program, only 
one of 11 in the state. Most are in 
larger metropolitan areas such as 
Winston-Salem, Charlotte and Ra-
leigh. 

¨ All students participate in dramatic 
performances open to the public 
each year. 

 
When encouraging people to visit the 
school, let them know that they can call 
the office to schedule a visit. Or, they 
can stop by for an impromptu visit. 
Children are welcome during visits. 

T-K $2,800 

Kindergarten $5,000 

1st-3rd Grade $5,950 

4th-5th Grade $6,850 

6th-8th Grade $7,800 


